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A

s summer finally arrives and the spring semester on
campus wraps up, I reflect back on our busy second
quarter. In addition to holding a variety of classes across

Shelby O'Keefe
Contract Graphic Designer

the state, we hosted our advisory committee and traveled near

Missouri LTAP Advisory
Committee Members

expressing our excitement to offer ADA classes once again. It

Larry Benz — Director, Cole County Public
Works & MACTO representative

with MoDOT. Fortunately for Missouri LTAP and all of the local agencies we serve, he

Patrick Bonnot — Loss Control & Member
Services Director, MIRMA

instructor. We are thrilled to have him onboard. He hit the ground running and has already

and far to promote the Missouri LTAP program. Let me begin by
had been a few years since we scheduled any ADA training when MoDOT staff taught
the course. Ron Effland had been the face of ADA training in the state during his career
still is! Upon Ron’s retirement from MoDOT in March, he joined the MO-LTAP team as an

Batina Dodge — County Clerk, Scotland
County

taught several ADA classes this spring. Look for more this fall.

Mike Geisel — City Administrator, City of
Chesterfield & APWA representative

Along with attending several conferences, including the Missouri Chapter APWA Spring

Tracy Graham — Associate Commissioner;
Audrain County, CCAM rep
Jen Harper — Research Administrator,
Construction and Materials, MoDOT

Conference in Lake Ozark on April 28-30 and the National Association of County Engineers
(NACE) Conference in Wichita, Kansas on April 15-18, I participated in the St. Louis
Chapter APWA Superintendents’ Roundtable in Clayton on March 28. The roundtable
discussion provided an opportunity to discuss Missouri LTAP’s training and resources. It was

Dan Hausman — County Council Member,
University of Missouri Extension

a candid conversation about what we are doing well along with how we can improve. I also

Stuart Haynes — Policy & Membership
Associate, Missouri Municipal League

southwest corner of the state were also invited to attend. We hope to organize a similar

Dan Jessen — Street Operations Supervisor,
City of Springfield Public Works
Bruce McGregor — Director of Public
Works, City of Olivette & APWA
representative
Sean McGonigle — Risk Manager, Missouri
Association of Counties

attended MoDOT’s Innovation Challenge in Springfield on April 2. Local agencies in the
event to promote innovative ideas at the local level.
Recently, I traveled to Lincoln, Nebraska for the LTAP North Central regional meeting on
May 21-22 and a motor grader operator peer-to-peer exchange hosted by Nebraska LTAP
the following two days. As I drove past all of the flooded fields in northwestern Missouri
and southeastern Nebraska, I could not help thinking all of that water would make its way

John P. Miller — Safety Engineer, FHWA
Missouri Division

across the state, impacting so many local agencies. Combined with the severe weather

Dawn Perkins — Transportation Engineer,
FHWA Missouri Division

challenges. Remember that Missouri LTAP has classes to assist agencies with their response

Bonnie Prigge — Executive Director,
Meramec Regional Planning Commission &
MACOG representative

and SEMA guidelines and requirements for reporting after a natural disaster. Please contact

Dan Ross — Executive Director, Missouri
Municipal League
James Stevenson — Program
Implementation Team Leader; FHWA
Missouri Division
Julie Stotlemeyer — Local Programs
Administrator, MoDOT

many communities have faced, flooding is now adding to the emergency response
efforts, including Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Response. Both classes cover FEMA
the MO-LTAP office if you would like to schedule one of these classes.
I will close by congratulating our most recent MO-LTAP Scholars Program graduates.
Lincoln County Highway Department recently awarded 14 Level I scholars during a
ceremony on May 13 at their maintenance shed. Please see the photo below. Christian
County Road Department had 11 employees complete Level I as well. I am proud to
report that we now have 351 Level I and 50 Level II graduates. For any agency interested
in getting involved in the Scholar Program, contact the Missouri LTAP office. It is easy and

The Fine Print
Missouri LTAP Quarterly is published by the
Missouri LTAP office located on the campus of
Missouri University of Science and Technology.
The opinions, findings and recommendations
expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
those of Missouri S&T, MoDOT or the Federal
Highway Administration.
Publication Information
Printing — Missouri University of Science and
Technology Printing Services

free to register!
Kind regards,

Heath A. Pickerill, Ph.D.
Director, Missouri LTAP
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When public agencies
invest in infrastructure
improvements, nearby
property values often rise,
benefiting the owners. Value
capture techniques enable
agencies to share in a portion
of these increased property
values to invest in future
transportation projects.

PROJECT BUNDLING

Project bundling offers
a comprehensive and
accelerated delivery solution
for addressing strategic
program goals. It streamlines
design, contracting, and
construction; allows agencies
to capitalize on economies of
scale to increase efficiency;
and supports greater
collaboration during project
delivery and construction.

BUNDLED FACILITIES
OVERVIEW
Project bundling is a
procurement process where a
single contract is used for the
rehabilitation or replacement
of multiple projects.
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Click it or Ticket reminds
everyone to buckle up.
Longer days and warmer
weather mean summer fun is
almost here. As you gear up
for a weekend excursion, or
maybe even a road trip with
family and friends, make sure
everyone in the vehicle is
buckled up for every trip.

BROADBAND DATA
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CENTER STAGE IN 116TH
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Several bipartisan bills have
been introduced in the
116th Congress specifically
addressing the failures of the
FCC's broadband maps.
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FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Accurate connectivity
data is the foundation for
investments in broadband
infrastructure. Unfortunately,
connectivity data is often
inaccurate and inflated
– leaving many rural
communities overlooked
and disconnected.

Missouri LTAP | @LTAPMO
Missouri Local Technical Assistance Program | @MOLTAP

The Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) and Tribal Technical Assistance Program (TTAP) are composed of a network of 58 Centers — one
in every state, Puerto Rico and regional Centers serving tribal governments. The LTAP/TTAP Centers enable local counties, parishes, townships,
cities and towns to improve their roads and bridges by supplying them with a variety of training programs, an information clearinghouse, new and
existing technology updates, personalized technical assistance and newsletters. Through these core services, Centers provide access to training
and information that may not have otherwise been accessible. Centers are able to provide local road departments with workforce development
services, resources to enhance safety and security; solutions to environmental, congestion, capacity and other issues; technical publications; and
training videos and materials.
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W

hen public agencies invest in infrastructure
improvements, nearby property values often rise,
benefiting the owners. Value capture techniques
enable agencies to share in a portion of these increased
property values to invest in future transportation projects.

“Value capture represents an untapped source of funding
for transportation projects,” said Stefan Natzke, head of
the Federal Highway Administration’s National Systems
and Economic Development team and co-leader of the
Every Day Counts round five (EDC-5) value capture team.
“It is useful in a wide range of settings— urban, suburban,
and rural. It can be used to fund capital projects as well
as operations and maintenance.”
In EDC-5, FHWA is promoting value capture tools
agencies can use to generate new and enhanced
revenue sources to build, maintain, and reinvest in
the transportation system. In addition to providing
technical assistance, FHWA maintains a clearinghouse
of information and best practices so agencies can learn
about options that could work for their needs.
“We are talking about underutilized revenue mechanisms
to augment transportation funds,” said Kevin Moody,
ecologist for the FHWA Resource Center.
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“Value capture mechanisms are helpful in
adding money to the pot so that agencies
have more than Federal funding and the
traditional match for projects. Done properly,
they can enable agencies to deliver better
projects faster.”
WAYS TO CAPTURE VALUE
Several value capture tools are available to supplement
transportation funding. One of the most common is
a special assessment on property owners that benefit
from transportation improvements. An example is in
Virginia, where Loudoun and Fairfax Counties teamed
with businesses and landowners to form the Route
28 Highway Transportation Improvement District that
assesses a special tax on commercial and industrial
property along the 14-mile corridor.
After funding an expansion of Route 28 from two to
six lanes, the assessment continues to raise about $23
million a year to support interchange reconstruction and
other assessment zone enhancements.
Another value capture tool is the right-of-way (ROW)
use agreement, which involves the sale or lease of
development rights above (also called air rights),

STRATEGIES TO CAPITALIZE ON THE VALUE CREATED BY TRANSPORTATION

A new or improved highway that connects to economic activity will
benefit adjacent parcels. Similar parcels without those connections
do not increase in value.

Capitol Hill and East End neighborhoods, divided by the
construction of I-395 in the 1960s.
Development impact fees are one-time charges on
new development to help municipalities pay for
new infrastructure, such as roads, to accommodate
the project. In Orange County, CA, the Foothill/
Eastern Transportation Corridor and San Joaquin Hills
Transportation Corridor Agencies operate four toll roads
totaling about 51 miles to provide congestion relief
and connectivity. Development impact fees levied on
developers of residential and commercial properties were
crucial in providing seed capital for the toll roads. The
fees now supplement toll revenues to cover debt service
payments on the roads.
Tax increment financing (TIF) is a tool that borrows
against future increases in real estate values to fund
infrastructure improvements. Thousands of cities have
designated geographic areas as TIF districts and created
improvement plans to enhance existing property
values and encourage new development. The BeltLine
Tax Allocation District in Atlanta, GA, is developing a
multimodal network with multiuse trails, parks and a
light rail system in a 25-year project that is projected
to generate $20 billion in economic development,
including 30,000 permanent jobs and 48,000 temporary
construction jobs.

Value capture harnesses a portion of land value created by
transportation to use in future investment.

below, or next to highway alignments and transit facilities.
These opportunities create development sites in urban
cores in locations that otherwise could not support new
construction. Capitol Crossing is a ROW use agreement
project in Washington, DC, that made possible the
construction of buildings for retail, commercial, and
residential use on a 7-acre site above a recessed section
of Interstate 395. The project will also reconnect the

"Value capture can be a useful and powerful means to
capture the economic value created by transportation
investment, whether you fund a specific project or
program or preservation of the system,” said Thay Bishop,
senior program advisor for FHWA’s Center for Innovative
Finance Support and co-leader of the EDC-5 team.
fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/innovator/issue72/issue72.pdf
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PROJECT BUNDLING
AWARDING A SINGLE CONTRACT FOR
SEVERAL PRESERVATION, REHABILITATION
OR REPLACEMENT PROJECTS HELPS
AGENCIES REDUCE COSTS AND ACHIEVE
PROGRAM GOALS.
Project bundling offers a comprehensive and accelerated
delivery solution for addressing strategic program goals.
It streamlines design, contracting and construction; allows
agencies to capitalize on economies of scale to increase
efficiency; and supports greater collaboration during
project delivery and construction.

BUNDLING PROJECTS SAVES TIME AND COST
The U.S. transportation system is aging, with many
States seeing an ever-increasing number of highways
and bridges that need more immediate attention. As
a result, system performance is reduced, leading to
potentially adverse impacts to quality of life, mobility,
travel time, freight movements, and emergency
response times. Often the most pressing needs are on
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the local systems, as evidenced by bridges that are
being posted for reduced loads.
Project bundling is a proven practice that draws upon
efficiencies found through project delivery streamlining,
as well as benefits from alternative and traditional
contracting methods. A bundled contract could cover a
single county, district, or State, and it may be tiered to
allow a combination of work types (design, preservation,
rehabilitation, or complete replacement). Bundling design
and construction contracts saves procurement time,
leverages design expertise, and builds momentum toward
keeping critical assets in a state of good repair.

BENEFITS
•

Expedited Project Delivery. Project bundling delivers
strategic program solutions by streamlining various
project delivery requirements such as environmental
agreements and standardized designs.

•

Reduced Cost. Bundling projects with shared features
leverages design expertise and achieves economies of
scale.

CAPITALIZES ON ECONOMIES OF SCALE
•

Contracting Efficiency. Using a single contract award
for several similar projects streamlines design and
construction and saves procurement time.

STATE OF THE PRACTICE
Project bundling efforts by State departments of
transportation (DOTs), local agencies and tribal
governments have reduced costs and streamlined
design and construction. Bundling allowed them to take
advantage of funding opportunities and quickly address
critical bridge and road projects.

a 25-50 percent savings on design and a 5-15 percent
savings on construction. PennDOT followed up on this
success by pursuing a statewide, 558-bridge bundling
contract.
•

Ohio DOT’s Bridge Partnership Program is replacing or
rehabilitating 220 county bridges over 3 years funded
through $120 million in Grant Anticipation Revenue
Vehicles (GARVEE bonds).

•

Georgia DOT’s Design-Build Bridge Replacement
Program, which began in 2016, will replace 25 local
bridges over 1,095 calendar days through new revenue
available under the State’s Transportation Funding Act
of 2015.

•

Oregon DOT’s $1.3 billion State Bridge Delivery
Program replaced or repaired 271 bridges using 87
project bundles.

EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL PROJECT BUNDLING INCLUDE:
•

•

Delaware DOT uses a series of bundling contracts to
address preservation issues on bridges and culverts.
The Bridge Management Section prioritizes the work
and the Maintenance Districts administer the contracts.
Scopes include deck sealing, bridge painting, deck
patching, joint repair and culvert replacement.

fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_5/project_
bundling.cfm

Pennsylvania DOT (PennDOT) conducted a threecounty pilot project that rebuilt, replaced or removed
41 county-owned structures for $25 million, resulting in
MISSOURI LTAP NEWSLETTER
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BUNDLED FACILITIES
OVERVIEW

PROJECT BUNDLING IS A
PROCUREMENT PROCESS WHERE A
SINGLE CONTRACT IS USED FOR THE
REHABILITATION OR REPLACEMENT
OF MULTIPLE PROJECTS.
Bundled contracts may also include the design and ongoing
maintenance of those facilities. Bundled contracts may be
used for a single county, metropolitan region or state and they
may also be tiered to allow a combination of different types
of work. Bundling strategies achieve economies of scale and
builds momentum to remediate critical facilities that are often
in deficient condition.
Project bundling enables project sponsors to address large
numbers of projects with similar needs using standard and
cost effective rehabilitation and replacement strategies. The
resulting economies of scale increase efficiency and creates
the potential for cost and time savings. Larger bundled contracts may also attract private investors or larger and more
experienced contractors and help sponsoring agencies reduce
project backlogs. States and other project sponsors are using
multiple funding sources and financing tools to pay for these
larger contracts.
Asset bundling may be used with a wide range of projects
including roads, traffic signals, fiber optic and broadband networks, travel plazas, alternative fuel stations, and parking facilities. Given the large number of structurally deficient bridges
across the country, contracts bundling bridge replacements
and repair are increasingly common. These bridges are often
smaller, low-volume structures located in rural areas. However,
closures or limits on vehicle weights affect travel time, freight
movements, and emergency response times adversely. Smaller
rural bridges often lend themselves well to bundling because
standardized designs can be used for replacement structures.
MISSOURI LTAP NEWSLETTER
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AS SHOWN BELOW, STATES AND LOCAL
REGIONS ARE USING PROJECT BUNDLING ON
MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF PROJECTS.
BRIDGE BUNDLING PROJECTS
State Departments of Transportation in Georgia,
Massachusetts, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, Ohio,
Oregon and Rhode Island have undertaken bridge
bundling programs to reduce costs and streamline design
and construction. The $1.1 billion Pennsylvania Rapid
Bridge Replacement Project is replacing 558 structurally
deficient bridges through a public-private partnership
(P3) procurement. In addition to designing, financing
and reconstructing the bridges, the private partner will
maintain them for 25 years. Project bundling can be
undertaken at the state or local level, as in Northampton
County, Pennsylvania, which has bundled the remediation/
replacement of 33 bridges into a $37.5 million designbuild-finance-maintain contract extending over 14 years.

ROAD BUNDLING PROJECTS
The City of Flagstaff in Arizona regularly groups smaller
road repair, overlay and safety projects into geographically
grouped procurements. This enables it to procure
larger projects, which contractors prefer. In additional to
attracting more competitive bids, the bundled projects
are more efficient for city staff to manage. Michigan has
bundled asphalt resurfacing projects on State Road 17 and
U.S. 31.

FREEWAY LIGHTING BUNDLING PROJECTS
Michigan DOT has entered a $172 million, 15-year P3
agreement to upgrade and maintain highway lighting in
metropolitan Detroit. After a two-year construction period
where it installed energy-efficient LED lighting, the private
partner is responsible for keeping the lights operational
to defined performance standards over a 15-year period.
Other states including Arizona, the District of Colombia,
Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, and Virginia, have bundled
projects for lighting systems involving 15,000 to 70,000
street lights.

BROADBAND & FIBER OPTIC BUNDLING
PROJECTS
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet awarded a P3
contract to develop a 3,000-mile fiber optic network
along roads throughout the state. The first segments
are scheduled to be operational in less than two years
and the system will ultimately extend across all of the
commonwealth's 120 counties. Other states bundling
broadband and fiber optic projects include Arizona,
Alabama, California, Colorado, District of Colombia
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Illinois, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Washington.
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TRAVEL PLAZA BUNDLING PROJECTS
In 2009, the Connecticut DOT awarded a single contract
to a private investment partner to upgrade, operate,
and maintain its 23 highway travel plazas located on
routes I-95, I-395 and 15. The original facilities were
built in the 1940s and 1950s and had seen no significant
capital improvements in the prior 25 years. The 35-year
concession required the private operator to fund $178
million in facility upgrades within five years. The operator
is also required to pay Connecticut DOT a minimum rent,
as well as a percentage of gross revenues and a fee per
gallon of fuel sold. These rates increase every five years.
Other states that have bundled travel plaza concessions
include Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan and Ohio.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION
BUNDLING PROJECTS
Washington state is planning to bundle the procurement
of electric vehicle fast charging stations near exits along
major highways. Electric vehicle charging stations are anticipated to be located at private businesses along the I-5,
I-90, US 2, US 101, I-82, and US 395 corridors and other
key roadways in the state. Washington State has launched
numerous efforts to help expand and promote the purchase and use of electric vehicles, and it is also working
to ensure more fast-charging stations are available along
major commuter corridors. The state's goal is to be able to
support a fleet of 50,000 plug-in electric vehicles by 2020.

NATURAL GAS FUELING STATION BUNDLING
PROJECTS
In 2016, the Pennsylvania DOT awarded a $84.5 million
design-build-finance-operate-maintain contract to install
compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling stations at 29 public
transit agency sites. The private partner will be responsible
for operating the fueling stations for 20 years. Seven of
the fueling stations will also sell CNG to private citizens,
with the state receiving a 15 percent royalty for fuel sold
to the public. This bundled project capitalizes on the
abundance of natural gas in Pennsylvania and is intended
to encourage transit agencies to utilize CNG vehicles by
reducing fuel costs. When completed, the fueling stations
will supply gas to more than 1,600 CNG buses operating in
the state.
fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/alternative_project_delivery/defined/
bundled_facilities/

MoDOT

Buckle
Up
Every Trip, Every Time
Click it or Ticket reminds everyone to buckle up.
JEFFERSON CITY – LONGER DAYS AND WARMER
weather mean summer fun is almost here. As you gear up
for a weekend excursion, or maybe even a road trip with
family and friends, make sure everyone in the vehicle is
buckled up for every trip.
The Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety is joining with
state and local law enforcement May 20 – June 2 in the
national “Click It or Ticket” enforcement campaign to
highlight the importance of buckling up. Along with
wearing a seat belt, they want to remind motorists put the
phone down, Buckle Up Phone Down.

“Sixty-one percent of Missouri fatalities since
the first of this year have been unbuckled
vehicle occupants,” said MoDOT Assistant to the
Highway Safety and Traffic Engineer, Jon Nelson.
“Missouri’s seat belt use remains consistently below the
national average. Too many people are unnecessarily
putting their lives at an increased risk. Plain and simple,

seat belts save lives. Please buckle up and ensure
everyone in the vehicle with you has their seat belt on
before you drive.”
Drivers are the first level of prevention in traffic crashes.
It’s important to give 100% focus to the task of driving,
which includes putting down or turning the cell phone off
when driving. Wearing a seat belt is the most effective
way to reduce injuries and fatalities in a crash. When worn
correctly, seat belts can reduce the risk of death for front
seat occupants of passenger cars by 45%.
If you know anyone who does not buckle up when they
drive, please ask them to change their habit. Help us
spread this life-saving message before one more friend or
family member dies needlessly. Seat belts save lives, and
everyone—front seat and back, child and adult—needs to
remember to buckle up every trip, every time.”
For more information on the Click It or Ticket mobilization,
please visit saveMOlives.com or nhtsa.gov/ciot.
modot.org/node/8169
MISSOURI LTAP NEWSLETTER
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BROADBAND DATA DISPARITIES TAKE
CENTER STAGE IN 116TH CONGRESS
SEVERAL BIPARTISAN BILLS
HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED
IN THE 116TH CONGRESS
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING
THE FAILURES OF THE FCC'S
BROADBAND MAPS.
Connectivity issues continue to plague counties across the
United States. According to the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), approximately 19 million Americans
— 6 percent of the population — lack access to even
basic broadband services. Connectivity is imperative
for economic competitiveness in the 21st century. From
e-commerce and the gig economy to distance learning
and telehealth facilities — county residents’ daily lives
are increasingly reliant on a certain level of connectivity.
As demand for access to affordable high-speed internet
grows, economic opportunities for the unconnected
continue to slip away. Counties lacking access to even
basic broadband infrastructure are at a competitive
disadvantage, exacerbating the economic divide between
rural and urban areas.
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The U.S. House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on
Communications and Technology recently held a hearing
titled “Accountability and Oversight of the Federal
Communications Commission.”
The hearing featured testimony from all five
commissioners of the FCC, who took questions from
members of Congress on a number of FCC activities. Two
major county priorities were discussed throughout the
hearing: Expanding rural broadband and correcting the
FCC’s broadband coverage maps.
During testimony, FCC Chairman Ajit Pai discussed actions
the Commission is taking to close the digital divide.
Specifically, Pai outlined his proposal to spend more
than $20.4 billion over 10 years to build and improve
rural broadband networks. Pai called the initiative the
Rural Digital Opportunity Fund, which would replace the
Connect America Fund program (set to expire in early
2020).
The hearing also underscored the growing bipartisan
concern over inaccuracies with FCC’s national broadband
maps. Because these maps help the federal government
make important broadband spending decisions, inaccurate

and incomplete data shared by service providers causes
Congress and the FCC to overlook the true demand for
basic broadband infrastructure.

FCC commissioners acknowledged
the data discrepancies during the
hearing and discussed proposed
actions to address the issue, including
a new data collection and challenge
process for mobile broadband
coverage. Pai also highlighted a top-tobottom review of the Form 477 process
to ensure that broadband data was
more accurate, granular and useful to
the Commission and the public.
However, several members of the committee shared
their frustration with the timeline for correcting the data
collection process and emphasized the need to collect
new data from independent parties and consumers rather
than service providers.
This urgency, however, is not limited to members of
the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Several
bipartisan bills have been introduced in the 116th
Congress specifically addressing the failures of the FCC
maps:
Improving Broadband Mapping Accuracy Act (S. 842):
Introduced by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Shelley
Moore Capito (R-W.V.), Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and John
Hoeven (R-N.D.), this bill would direct the FCC to initiate a
rulemaking to establish a process for using data reported
by consumers and state, local and tribal government
entities verifying coverage data reported by service
providers.
Broadband Data Improvement Act of 2019: Introduced
by Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Brian
Schatz (D-Hawai‘i), Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) and Jon Tester
(D-Mont.), this bill would require broadband providers to
report service availability through GIS shapefiles, rather
than larger census block level data. The GIS shapefiles

would replace the current Form 477 process and provide
a more accurate picture of connectivity at ground level.
Additionally, this bill would establish a streamlined data
validation process.
Save the Internet Act of 2019 (H.R. 1644): The Save the
Internet Act of 2019 recently passed the U.S. House of
Representatives (232-190). Included in this package is an
amendment written by Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.)
that would require the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) to examine the accuracy of the FCC’s broadband
mapping. Additionally, the GAO report would provide
recommendations on how the FCC could produce more
accurate maps.
Broadband Mapping After Public Scrutiny (MAPS) Act
(H.R. 2643): Introduced by Representatives Bob Latta
(R-Ohio) and Peter Welch (D-Vt.), this bill would require
the FCC to establish rules for data submitted to the FCC
by private entities and state, local and tribal government
entities to verify fixed and mobile broadband service
coverage data reported to the FCC by fixed and mobile
broadband service providers.
In October 2018, NACo began work on an initiative aimed
at addressing the FCC’s data disparities through a crowd
sourcing platform. Partnering with the Local Initiatives
Support Corporation, the Rural Community Assistance
Partnership, the National Association of Development
Organizations and Farm Credit, NACo released “TestIT”
— a mobile app designed to identify areas with little or no
connectivity. With TestIT, users can report their broadband
speeds from anywhere with a simple click of a button. The
data collected through this app will help identify areas
where broadband service is overstated and underfunded
by comparing the data to the FCC’s National Broadband
Map.
As NACo continues to work with Congress and the
administration to bridge the digital divide, county leaders
and constituents alike are encouraged to download
the TestIT app and help shed light on the true state of
connectivity in America. The app is free and available for
both iOS and Android devices.
naco.org/articles/broadband-data-disparities-take-center-stage-116th-congress
MISSOURI LTAP NEWSLETTER
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TestIT: How Fast is
Your Broadband
A
ccurate connectivity data is the foundation
for investments in broadband infrastructure.
Unfortunately, connectivity data provided to the
Federal Communications Commission is often inaccurate
and inflated – leaving many rural communities overlooked
and disconnected.
NACo has partnered with the Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC), the Rural Community Assistance
Partnership (RCAP), the National Association of
Development Organizations (NADO) and Farm Credit to
develop a mobile app designed to identify areas with low
or no connectivity to help ensure adequate funding for
broadband infrastructure is provided across the country.
“TestIT” is an iOS/Android mobile app that leverages
a broadband sampling tool designed by Measurement
Lab (MLab) to aggregate broadband speeds across the
country from app users. With the press of a single button,
users will be able to test their broadband speed from
anywhere. Additionally, users will be able to compare their
internet speeds to the national average and minimum
standards established by the Federal Communications
System. No personal information will be collected through
this mobile app.
A snapshot of each sample will be sent to a database
which will allow NACo and partners to analyze
connectivity data across the country. The data collected
through this app will help identify areas where broadband
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service is overstated and underfunded by comparing the
data to the National Broadband Map.
Your help identifying gaps in our nation’s broadband
coverage is critical to making substantive changes to the
process for reporting broadband service. We hope you
will help shed light on this critically important issue and
encourage your friends, family and constituents to join in
the efforts as well!
naco.org/testit

YOUR TRUSTED “SAFETY SIDEKICK” TO MAKE
RURAL ROAD TRAVEL SAFER!

The National Center for Rural Road Safety opened in December
2014. Funded by the Federal Highway Administration, this
Center of Excellence is focused on enhancing safety on rural
roads by supporting local, state and tribal road owners and their
stakeholders. Resources include education, training, tools, and
technical assistance.

To learn more about the National Center for Rural Road Safety,
visit their website ruralsafetycenter.org

Please visit our website for
other training courses:

MO LTAP SCHOLARS PROGRAM
A Training & Recognition Program

MOLTAP.ORG

FHWA Essentials for Local Public
Agencies

Level I

Federal-aid Essentials for Local
Public Agencies is a transportation
resource designed to help local agency
professionals navigate the Federal-aid
Highway Program. Federal-aid Essentials
is structured for busy agency staff who
want further understanding of Federalaid policies, procedures, and practices.

$45/person
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Level II and Super Scholar
(LIII)
$55/person
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Lunch is included
For non-government or
for-profit organizations, call
1.866.MOROADS for rates

Attendance Policy
The Missouri LTAP staff would like to
remind all agencies registering for
classes that it is important to signup before the registration deadline
to allow us time to plan for course
materials, refreshments, etc. It is
equally important that you let us
know at least 48 hours before the
class if some of your employees will
not be attending. Please note that
you will be charged for any no-shows;
therefore, it is very important that
you let us know at least 48 hours
before. This policy was approved by
our Missouri LTAP Advisory Board
and ensures that we have an accurate
count for class attendance. Thank you
and we look forward to meeting your
training needs.

Need training but don’t have
the budget to pay for travel
expenses?
We can train your employees on
location for a minimum of
20 people. You can invite other
interested agencies in your area
if necessary to meet the minimum.
Call and discuss your training needs
with our staff.

CONTACT US TO FIND
OUT MORE!
T: 866.MO ROADS
(667-6237)
E: moltap@mst.edu

LTAP TRAINING RESOURCES

About The Program
The primary purpose of the MO-LTAP
Scholars Program is to recognize
skilled transportation and public works
personnel in local agencies throughout
Missouri. The program is intended to
enhance the skills of all those involved
in the maintenance, delivery, and
management of local transportation
and infrastructure. Training is aimed
at increasing each participant’s
technical, maintenance, administrative,
and supervisory skills depending on
the program level. Electives can be
selected to meet the individual’s area of
responsibility. Special emphasis will be
given to safety in the workplace as well
as in the field and in the development
of a local transportation system. The
program will allow participants to attain
three levels of achievements: Level
I, Level II, and Level III (Leadership
& Workforce Development).
Participants will be required to meet
the requirements for Level I before
completing Level II; however, Level III is
a stand-alone tract.

Getting Started
To register, available on the Missouri
LTAP website (www.moltap.org). There
is no registration fee for the program,
but there is a fee for each class, which
varies for each level. Classes are offered
on an ongoing basis at various locations
throughout the state. Contact Missouri
LTAP for classes in your area or see the
training calendar online.

fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/
indexofvideos.cfm
Missouri Local Public Agency Program
The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and MoDOT offers a free
4 hour training class designed to
meet the recently implemented
requirements for a Full Time Sponsor
Employee to serve the role as the
Person In Responsible Charge in order
to receive Federal-aid funding for
Locally Administered Projects. Local
public agencies and consultants will
be required to have taken this basic
training course.
design.modot.mo.gov/lpatraining/
APWA – Professional Development
APWA offers online, face-to-face, and
on-demand programs, with educational
content that fits within your time and
travel constraints. The Donald C.
Stone Center provides professional
development opportunities for the next
generation of public works leadership.
apwa.net/learn
NHI – Training Resources
National Highway Institute, NHI, is
the training and education arm of
the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) with its rich history of
innovation and expertise in delivering
transportation training.
nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/home.aspx

Recognition
Certificates will be awarded by the
Missouri LTAP Director to those
individuals who successfully complete
the requirements of the program during
awards ceremonies held at various
conferences throughout the state and/
or at ceremonies held at the graduate’s
place of employment.
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FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Missouri LTAP | @LTAPMO
Missouri Local Technical Assistance Program | @MOLTAP

UPCOMING EVENTS
NACo’s 84th Annual Conference & Expo
Las Vegas, NV | July 12-15, 2019

2019 Annual National LTAP Conference
Stowe, VT | August 12-15, 2019

2019 MML 85th Annual Conference

St. Charles, MO | September 8-11, 2019
2019 APWA PWX

Seattle, WA | September 8-11, 2019
2019 Missouri Chapter APWA 		
Fall Conference

Branson, MO | November 3-5, 2019

MISSOURI STATE SAVINGS SURPLUS
MISSOURI STATE AGENCY FOR
SURPLUS PROPERTY
Check out the thousands of items in
stock at MOSASP!
2846 Highway 179 I Jefferson City, MO 65109
888.295.7796 (Toll free I 573.751.3415)
For information about the program,
visit: oa.mo.gov/purch/surplus.html
Eligibility requirements can be found under
“Read about the Program”

REALTY FOR SALE

MODOT SAVINGS SURPLUS

The Missouri Department of Transportation is
responsible for managing realty assets owned
by the Missouri Highways and Transportation
Commission. Realty assets are periodically
reviewed to determine if they are essential
to current operations, or are expected to be
in the near future. When realty assets are no
longer essential to operations, they may be
made available for sale to the public.

MAKE YOUR DOLLARS GO FURTHER WITH
MODOT SURPLUS PURCHASING!

VISIT:
www6.modot.mo.gov/
PropertyForSale

Prices, mileage, condition, and purchasing
instructions can be viewed online:
modot.mo.gov/business/surplus
NO EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
AT THIS TIME

